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Welcome to the inaugural issue of SANSKRUTI, a
quarterly newsletter of Marathi Bhashik Mandal
Edmonton. We are glad that a concept that was
envisaged many months back has FINALLY seen
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With the same goal in mind and to further extend the
boundaries of our mandal, we have come up with
this newsletter. We have already had a generous
outpouring of support from the MBME members
and we are grateful to all who have helped
contribute whether by providing information or even
partnering with us to produce special recurring
features. We hope to grow the newsletter in the
coming editions to incorporate even more
involvement from our members, whether it is by
submitting articles, stories, poetry’s and jokes or
even just posting ads or classifieds with our
publication.

Let us all join in celebrating publication of our first
edition. We hope you enjoy the features and articles
in this edition and those that follow, and we
encourage you all to help shape the face and impact
of the newsletter in the years to come...

MBME committee

“A priom, whe wever made 4 mistade, wever hied
MM we” Albert Einstein
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Holi in Maharashtra

People of Maharashtra have their own grand style of
celebrating Holi. Besides other things, not to be
missed is the mouthwatering delicacy- Puranpoli.

Holi is called Shimga or Rangpanchami

People of Maharashtra commonly know this festival of
colours by the name of Shimga or Rangpanchami. For,
the play of colours is reserved for the fifth day here.

The festival is particularly popular amongst the fisher
folk. They celebrate it in on a large scale and revel in
the festivities by singing, dancing and merry-making.
This special dance provides them means to release all
their repressed feelings, needs and desires. People
also utter sound through their mouths in a peculiar
fashion by striking their mouths with the back of their
hands.

Historic significance of Holi in Maharashtra
During the Maratha regime this festival was celebrated
with great pomp and grandeur. It was on a Holi
festival day that five-year-old Jijabhai, daughter of
Lakhooji Jadhav innocently splashed coloured water
and threw gulal on young Shahaji, son of Malojirao
Bhosale. Taking it as an auspicious event, the two
children's engagement was announced that very day.
Soon they were married. Later, Jijabhai gave birth to
Shivaji, the founder of great Maratha Empire.

The Legend of Holika and Prahlad

There was once a demon king by the name of
Hiranyakashyap who won over the kingdom of earth.
He was so egoistic that he commanded everybody in
his kingdom to worship only him. But to his great
disappointment, his son, Prahlad became an ardent
devotee of Lord Narayana and refused to worship his
father.

Hiranyakashyap tried several ways to kill his son
Prahlad but Lord Vishnu saved him every time. Finally,
he asked his sister, Holika to enter a blazing fire with
Prahlad in her lap. For, Hiranyakashyap knew that
Holika had a boon, whereby, she could enter the fire
unscathed.

Treacherously, Holika coaxed young Prahlad to sit in
her lap and she herself took her seat in a blazing fire.
The legend has it that Holika had to pay the price of
her sinister desire by her life. Holika was not aware
that the boon worked only when she entered the fire
alone.

Prahlad, who kept chanting the name of Lord
Naarayana all this while, came out unharmed, as the
lord blessed him for his extreme devotion.
Thus, Holi derives its name from Holika. And, is
celebrated as a festival of victory of good over evil.

Holi is also celebrated as the triumph of a devotee. As
the legend depicts that anybody, howsoever strong,
cannot harm a true devotee. And, those who dare
torture a true devotee of god shall be reduced to
ashes.

- Abhijit Jadhav
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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REMAINING EVENTS OF
THE YEAR

June 27/09 Saturday - Picnic (Tentative)
Sept 06/09 Sunday - Ganapati

Nov 07/09 Saturday - Diwali

Nov 29/09 Sunday -Dyaneshwar Jayanti

MISCELLANEOUS

New website of our Mandal launched.
Please visit www.mbmedmonton.org




